
The Fit for Mission Campaign seeks to ensure that we, St. Luke's Episcopal Church, remain fit for the mission entrusted to us as stewards of the Kingdom of God. We know that our  

greatest treasure is the faith we share — the source of our strength and nourishment as we journey through life. The 2023 Annual Membership Campaign calls us to exercise our gifts 

and become spiritually fit for the mission ahead. Your generosity towards the Fit for Mission Campaign will help us to meet the financial challenges we will face in 2023. 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”   

(Matthew 28: 18-20) 

BUILDINGS AND PROPERTIES 
Though the Church is greater than our own community of faith, we most fully experience the Church 

in our local parish. It is at the parish level that the healing, teaching, reconciling, and sanctifying mis-

sion of Christ becomes most clear to us. 

The physical needs of our parish now and into the future remain of concern. Over the last few years, 

we have overcome many challenges resulting from a long history of "deferred maintenance." We 

must maintain a disciplined program of regular maintenance to ensure that the generations yet to  

follow  will be able to worship "in the beauty of holiness" that we have experienced. To accomplish 

that, we need your dedicated support. 

MERCY WORKS  
As disciples, we are called to love our brothers and 

sisters in Christ by sharing the blessings entrusted 

to each one of us, trusting that the Lord will provide 

for our own needs. We can do this by giving alms 

and contributing to programs, organizations, and 

ministries committed to the spiritual and corporal 

Works of Mercy and thereby supporting the evan-

gelical mission of the Church. Mercy Works can 

have real impact only with your support. 

OUR COMMON LIFE 
No matter how we are “wired”—introvert, extro-

vert, socially adept or socially awkward—

something in our soul longs for meaningful rela-

tionships with others. We long to know others and 

be known by them. We treasure friendships that 

allow us to truly “be ourselves.”  In many ways, 

this is the essence of the Church — a fellowship in 

faith that grows in the love of Christ. Like all com-

munities, we need a support system to sustain our 

common life. This includes the faithful presence of 

clergy, the administrative demands of effective 

communication and interaction, as well as our rela-

tionship to the larger Church, to name a few. With-

out these supports, we may not be able to become 

that “spiritual house” that God seeks to build.  

Vestry and its committees, clergy, and lay staff 

carefully manage our resources to provide the ser-

vices we need to grow strong bonds of love and 

friendship. Your continuing support makes this 

possible.  

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

We must strengthen our individual and communal 

gifts so that we can provide opportunities for pa-

rishioners to spread the Gospel message and serve 

the people of our community. Bringing the good 

news of Christ and providing for their educational 

and spiritual formation in our rapidly changing 

world require creativity in our programming as 

we undertake initiatives to address our realities 

and challenges. In 2023, we seek to transform our 

focused efforts to reach and teach our children, 

youth, and young adults in a renewed intergenera-

tional approach. Building on the efforts of the past 

few years, we must ensure the future sustainabil-

ity children and family ministries. We can only 

accomplish this with your support. 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

In the Anglican Way, we believe that the Church 

is first and foremost a worshipping community.  

It is there that we find our heart and soul as 

Christians and as Episcopalians.  In considering 

our priorities in Worship and Music, we affirm 

that at the center of our worship life is the Holy 

Eucharist and acknowledge the importance of 

other forms of liturgical prayer, especially Morn-

ing and Evening prayer Additionally, we seek to 

offer a variety of liturgical forms to address the 

varying needs of our parishioners. We can  strive 

for continuing excellence only with your support. 

Fit for Mission is built around four mission priorities 

Introducing people to Jesus (Outreach/Evangelism/Christian Formation) 
Deepening discipleship (Christian Formation/Worship) 

Developing Christian leaders (Common Life/Christian Formation) 

Working for justice (Outreach/Mercy Works) 



FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT 

PLEDGING 
Why should I pledge? 

• Pledging helps our leadership team and 
staff plan for the year ahead. Making a 
pledge is part of a larger spiritual practice of 
giving your time, talent and financial re-
sources. Pledging is making a statement that 
you are a part of this faith community. 

Do I have to pay my pledge all at once? 

• No. Many people fulfill their pledge weekly, 
monthly or quarterly. Some use offering 
envelopes while others set up a regular pay-
ment schedule by automatic bank payments. 

What if I need to change my pledge amount? 

• Not a problem! Simply call or email the 
parish at any time. We realize that people’s 
financial situations change over time, both 
up and down, and we keep all stewardship 
related conversations/materials confiden-
tial. 

I’ve filled out my pledge card. Now what do I do? 

• Thank you and congratulations. You have 
made a choice and a commitment! 

• Place your completed pledge card in a 
sealed envelope into the offering plate or 
mail your pledge card the parish office by 
In-gathering by Sunday, October 30th. 

How can I include St. Luke’s  in my will or estate 
plan? 

• At St. Luke’s, part of our Stewardship Com-
mittee is ready to provide you with infor-
mation to guide you through the planning 
process. If you are interested in this topic, 
please contact Father Zwifka or Mr. John 
Feather. 

THE OUTLOOK FOR 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Projected expenses for Fiscal Year 2023 indi-
cate that we will need a substantial increase in 
revenue if we wish to fully fund our normal 
operations. Some of these challenges result 
from current economic conditions (e.g., in-
crease in the consumer price index). Clergy 
and vestry have increased their pledges by as 
much as 10% to help lead the way to a stable 
financial condition. 

As Episcopalians, we do not recommend a 
standard level of giving. Instead, we leave it 
entirely up to you to decide how much you can 
give and what is appropriate given your monthly 
budget. 
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This will offset the scheduled increase in sala-
ries and benefits mandated by our contractual 
obligations. It will also help offset a general 
increase in the cost of goods and services 
needed to carry out our mission.  

 

 

 

 

SOME INTERESTING 
FACTS 

The last few years  were dominated by the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, which profoundly affected 
every aspect of our society and our lives. Despite 
adversities, most families maintained patterns of 
charitable giving that had been characteristic of 
better times. Nearly 90% of households consid-
ered middle class and above gave to charities at 
levels similar to years before the pandemic.  

Some key findings; 

• Most households remained generous and consistent 

in their giving. 

• The top three types of charities supported were basic 

needs, religion, and education. 

• Sustainable/impact investing participation nearly 

doubled compared to a baseline of 2017. 

• Individuals expressed confidence in the ability of 

businesses, governments, nonprofits and individuals 

to solve societal problems. 
(Fidelity Charitable Report, 2022) 

 

“The recovery of giving in late 2020 and the surge in online 
donations continued into 2021. Organizations of all sizes 
continued to grow despite ongoing challenges and in-
creased needs. Donors increased their generosity with 
average gift amounts reaching new highs across the non-

profit sector.  

“In years past, it was common for overall giving and online 
donations to fall back to normal levels following major 
episodic events. That was not the case in 2021. Giving not 
only recovered but grew more than it has in a decade. 
Online giving also grew and remained near record highs 
across several metrics.”  

(Charitable Giving Report, Blackbaud Institute, 2022) 

The total pledged in 2022 was   
$ 220,000. So far this year, we have 

maintained a giving rate that will meet 
that goal by the end of the  

fiscal year! 
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These trends give parish leadership  
confidence that, given past levels of giving at  
St. Luke’s Church, we  should be able to meet 

the fiscal challenges we face in 2023. 

As a parish community, if we all in-
crease our level of giving by an  

average of 10%, we can meet a goal of 

$ 242,000 


